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 Minister’s letter May edition  

 
Dear Friends 
 
Last month Matthew shared some of his 
thinking about the shape of the new 
team vicar post and about the priorities 
we might set for St John’s and St Luke’s. 
One of those priorities is ‘Learning and 
Discipleship’. I wonder what those words 
bring to mind for you.  
 
Perhaps ‘learning’ is the easier of the 
two. It’s easy to imagine things like study 
groups, books or courses, discussions (even sermons!) as ways 
we learn. But what about discipleship? We use the word a lot, but 
do we have a shared understanding of what it means.  I’ve been 
pondering this question recently, prompted by the Lent book we 
read this year ‘Dancing to the heartbeat of God – Stories of       
discipleship”. The book contained such a variety of ideas, but it 
didn’t get me much closer to what discipleship is. 
 
Let me share some of my thoughts, as I’ve wrestled with the  
question ‘what is discipleship?’, on the understanding that this is 
very much a work in progress! 

1. Discipleship is more than learning about faith 
At its heart, discipleship simply means following Jesus. It is not 
about passing an exam in faith, or becoming especially holy or  
impressive. It is about working out, slowly and imperfectly, how to 
live in the way of Jesus: with kindness, courage, forgiveness, hope 
and love.  We can learn about faith in a study group, but             
discipleship begins when those things start to shape the way we 
live. 

2. We learn by living 
Some of our deepest learning happens in kitchens, workplaces, 
hospital waiting rooms, school gates and quiet evenings when we 
are simply trying to get through the day. Everyday life is not a   
distraction from faith, instead it’s where faith happens and grows. 
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We grow in faith not by escaping life, but by discovering that 
God is present within it. We learn patience when life is           
frustrating. We learn compassion when someone close to us is 
struggling. We learn trust when we don’t know what comes next.  

 
3. Following Jesus in ordinary places 
The first disciples learned as they went along. Sometimes they 
were brave; sometimes they were confused. Sometimes they 
got it right; often they got it wrong. Yet Jesus stayed with them. 
That is encouraging for us, because most discipleship looks very 
ordinary. It may be the choice to be patient with someone       
difficult. It may be finding time to pray in the middle of a busy 
day. It may be speaking kindly, listening carefully, helping a 
neighbour, or being honest about our worries. These small,    
ordinary thing may not seem dramatic, but they are often the 
places where faith quietly grows. 

 
4. There is room to get it wrong 
Some of us can be a bit nervous about words like “discipleship” 
because it sounds as though we ought to have everything sorted 
out. I’m sure that the opposite is true. I gave up expecting     
everything to be sorted a long time ago! We do not have to have 
all the answers. I think it’s far more important to ask good    
questions. We are allowed to wonder, to struggle, and to try 
again. 

Discipleship is not about being perfect. It is about being willing to 
keep walking, trusting that God’s grace is greater than our     
mistakes. 

 
5. We do not grow alone 
One of the gifts of being church together is that we do not have 
to do this alone. We can learn from one another’s stories and 
experiences. Sometimes another person’s honesty gives us 
courage. Sometimes someone else’s question helps us realise 
we are not the only one wondering. 

No one has all the answers. We are not a community of experts, 
but a community of learners. Each person brings something   
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different, and each perspective matters. 

At the heart of Christian faith is the belief that we are loved,  
deeply and unconditionally. Discipleship is not about trying harder 
so that God will love us more. It is about learning to live from that 
love, and learning to share it with others.  

So perhaps this month is a good time to ask ourselves: 

Where am I learning at the moment — even if it doesn’t feel very 
spiritual? 

What questions am I carrying, rather than trying to answer too 
quickly? 

How might my everyday life be one of the places God is already 
at work? 

 

With best wishes 

 

Judith (Ashurst) 
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Who are Christian Aid? 
 

Our work began in 1945, when we were founded by British and 
Irish churches to help refugees following the Second World War. 
We are an international charity determined to fight poverty and  
respond to humanitarian emergencies, no matter how tough it gets. 
 
United by hope, we work in partnership with a network of churches, 
organisations and people of all faiths and none. Together, we deliv-
er vital programmes of work across the world, and raise awareness 
and funds to support lasting change. 
By turning our hope into action, we're helping to build a fairer, more 
peaceful world. 
 
The above text is from the website of Christian Aid who we are 
supporting via our Saturday 9 May coffee morning.  You are  
warmly invited to come along, bring your friends and enjoy a lovely 
social event whilst raising money for this well respected, much 
needed charity.  Donations of goods for tombola and raffle stalls, 
books, jigsaws, homemade cards and home baking are gratefully 
received; thank you. We look forward to welcoming you. 
 
Kindest regards  
Anne 

APRIL’S COFFEE MORNING 

I’ll do a bigger article for June’s magazine once I’ve run 

the London Marathon (at the time of writing it is 5 days 

away!) but I have to say an enormous THANK YOU to         

everyone that supported the coffee morning on 11th April 

in aid of my fundraising for Pancreatic Cancer UK. £806.90 

was raised which is just incredible. My total at the time of 

print is over £2000 which I am truly humbled about.  

Thank you for the support, well wishes and prayers as I 

take on this challenge. 

Gill 
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QUESTION CORNER 

 

Question 

In Matthew 16, 18 Jesus said to Peter “You are 

Peter, and on this rock I will build my church”.  

How should we interpret that? 

 

Answer 

Jesus was asking the disciples who they thought he was, and it 

was Peter who replied ‘You are the Messiah (the Christ), the Son 

of the living God’.  And then Jesus said ‘You are Peter (PETROS). 

‘the Rock’, and on THIS rock (PETRA) I will build my church’.  In 

the Greek text there is a play on words.  ‘Petros’ means ‘a rock’, 

but ‘PETRA’ (also ‘rock’) suggests a different subject—i.e. the 

confession of faith which Peter has just made.   This indicates that 

the rock on which the church is build is ‘Jesus the Christ, the Son 

of the living God’.  This text has divided Christian opinion through 

the ages, with some placing more emphasis on Peter himself, and 

others emphasising the confession of faith Peter made.  There 

ought not to be a division if we put due weight on all the words.  

Christians of all denominations should surely accept that Peter 

became a rock, a strong and courageous leader in the early 

church, and that he should be honoured as such.  But, as we sing 

in a familiar hymn, ‘Christ is our corner stone.  On him alone we 

build’. 

 

David 
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THIRST COFFEE MORNING 

 

Where?  Dene Park community centre off Woodfield Road 

When? Wednesdays 10.30 till 12. 

Only closed around Christmas and New Year. 

 

The coffee morning is under the umbrella of St. Johns and St. 

Lukes, led by John and Val Carr and a team of volunteers,             

including me (Jenny). 

It’s a safe space to enjoy a fairtrade coffee or tea £1.20, and 

homemade cake 30p and have a chat and be listened to 

amongst friends.  If you are new you will soon become a regular 

and a friend. 

On the 3rd Wednesday of each month we provide soup and a roll 

and fruit in the winter months, sandwiches and fruit in the      

summer months at 12ish,  Folks can stay and enjoy this lunch 

together if they wish. 

So, come along and give it a try, a warm welcome awaits you. 

 

Kind regards  

Jenny Winchester 

 

P.S. Thirst was started by Karin Shaw and a group of prayers 

over 20 years ago.  Karin is now a curate at St. Peters. 
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Reuse, Recycle……….Fabric  

   

On the 20
th
 March The Green Team held their Crafternoon, this 

year to support the work of the Harrogate Food Bank.  

Sadly 1 in 5 people in the UK live below the poverty line. 90     

volunteers worked to give over 34,000kg of food to the people of 

Harrogate in 2025. To distribute this strong carrier bags are     

always required. 

By re purposing fabric a small team came together to sew strong 

tote bags from a donated bolt of upholstery fabric.  

 

Sewing machines were whirring as others cut the fabric and 

pressed the fabric.  
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Lastly a name tape was sewn onto each bag to encourage the 

bags to be donated back to the foodbank to be used again and 

again.  We also handed over some cotton carriers previously do-

nated to the Green Team but never sold and made a collection in 

church of good quality plastic ‘bags for life’. 



16 

A total of 14 reusable cotton carriers were made and delivered 

with an additional very large bag full of plastic bags for use by 

the foodbank. 

A thoroughly enjoyable afternoon with a cuppa, needle and 

thread 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

!If you wish to donate to the Foodbank collection points are 

across Harrogate: at Waitrose or Morrisons, Mowbray Church 

Tuesdays, Jennyfields Evangelical Church Wednesdays, and 

Life Destiny Church Starbeck Thursdays all 10.30-12.30. 

Items needed can vary (check their website) but usually include 

tinned meat, tinned fruit, UHT milk, Longlife juice, toothpaste, 

deodorant, razors and shaving foam. 

https://harrogatedistrict.foodbank.org.uk/ 
 

The Green Team 

March 2026 

https://harrogatedistrict.foodbank.org.uk/
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MAY’S CALENDAR           

Friday 1
st

 1-3.00pm Wellbeing Café (SL) 

 

Sunday 3
rd

  9.00am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Parade Service (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SL) 

 6-7.30pm Youth Worship Night at Wesley 

  Chapel 

Tuesday 5
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

Wednesday 6
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park 

  Community Centre 

Thursday 7
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 9.30-11.30am Little Fishes (Parent & Toddler 

  Group) (SL) 

 12-1.00pm Bible Study Group (SL) 

Friday 8
th

  1-3.00pm Wellbeing Café (SL) 

 6.30-7.15pm Junior Choir Practice (SJ) 

 7-7.45pm Adult Choir Practice (SJ) 

Saturday 9
th

 10.00am-12noon Coffee Morning in Church Hall 

  (SJ) 

 

Sunday 10
th

 9.00am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Café Church (SL) 

 6-7.15pm Ignite (Year 7+ Youth Group) (SL) 

Monday 11
th

   9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 7.30pm Baptism Information Session (SJ) 

Tuesday 12
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.00am Walking Group (SJ) 

Wednesday 13
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park 

  Community Centre 

 7.00pm Finance & Buildings Committee 

  Meeting (SJ) 

Thursday 14
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 9.30-11.30am Little Fishes (Parent & Toddler 

  Group) (SL) 

 12-1.00pm Bible Study Group (SL) 

Friday 15
th

  1-3.00pm Wellbeing Café (SL) 

 6.30-7.15pm Junior Choir Practice (SJ) 

 7-7.45pm Adult Choir Practice (SJ) 
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Sunday 17
th

 9.00am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Morning Worship (SJ) 

 10.30am Morning Worship (SL) 

 12.30pm Baptisms (SJ) 

 6-7.15pm Ignite (Year 7+ Youth Group) (SL)  

Monday 18
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

Tuesday 19
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

Wednesday 20
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park  

  Community Centre 

 12.00pm Thirst Table at Dene Park Community 

  Centre 

Thursday 21
st

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 9.30-11.30am Little Fishes (Parent & Toddler Group) 

  (SL) 

Friday 22
nd

  1-3.00pm Wellbeing Café (SL) 

 6.30-7.15pm Junior Choir Practice (SJ) 

 7-7.45pm Adult Choir Practice (SJ) 

 

Sunday 24
th

  9.00am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am All Age Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am All Age Worship (SL) 

 6.30pm Evensong (SJ) 

Tuesday 26
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

Wednesday 27
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park  

  Community Centre 

 7.00pm PCC Meeting (SJ) 

Thursday 28
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 12-1.00pm Bible Study Group (SL) 

 

Sunday 31
st

 9.00am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am JOINT Morning Worship (SL) 

 6-7.15pm Ignite (Year 7+ Youth Group) (SL) 

 

JUNE 

Monday 1
st

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 2-3.00pm Monday First at Dene Park   

  Community Centre 

Tuesday 2
nd

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

Wednesday 3
rd

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park  

  Community Centre 
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Thursday 4
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 9.30-11.30am Little Fishes (Parent & Toddler Group 

  (SL) 

 12-1.00pm Bible Study Group (SL) 

 6.30pm Richard Taylor School Choral Concert 

  (SJ)  

Friday 5
th

  1-3.00pm Wellbeing Café (SL) 

 6.30-7.15pm Junior Choir Practice (SJ) 

 7-7.45pm Adult Choir Practice (SJ) 

Monday First 

 

Monday First is a monthly informal get-together for a service on a 

Monday afternoon in the Dene Park Community Centre, just off 

Woodfield Road. We meet on the first Monday of the month (Bank 

Holidays permitting!) from 2-3pm. 

Led by a team of people who bring a range of skills to the mix, we 

explore a theme in a number of ways, including songs, discussion, 

easy crafts and some prayers. Past themes have included topics 

such as Harvest, Remembering, Love and Welcome. At the      

moment we are looking at some parables under the heading 

“Tales Jesus Told”. It’s amazing what we learn as we share and 

explore topics - did you know there are around 30 million sheep in 

the UK? 

You would be welcome to join us at any of our sessions. The next 

dates are April 27
th
, June 1

st
 and July 6

th
. And even if you can’t join 

us please pray for the team, the regulars who come along and for 

more people to join us. 

And I forgot to mention the compulsory tea and cake!  

The parish office will be closed between 25th and 28th May for 

staff holiday.  
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PEOPLE 

SUNDAY  10TH  MAY 
is Copy Date for  

June’s FOCUS 

Items for inclusion to: 
SJSLFocus@gmail.com 

or Editor,  20 Redhill Close 
HG1 3JG 

or leave them in the drawer at the 
back of St John’s Church 

St John’s & St Luke’s 

CHURCH OFFICE OPENING 
HOURS 

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY 
9.30am to 1.00pm  

TUESDAY 11.30am to 1.00pm 
FRIDAY CLOSED 

 

565129 (+ Answerphone) 

church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 

Baptisms 

 

Emily Beatrix Carlton 
Winne Florence Wallen Lockwood 

Freya Rose Myatt 

The Editors of Focus magazine take every reasonable care to 
avoid errors in the advertisements and articles contained in this 
magazine. However, the inclusion of an article or advertisement 
in Focus does not imply either endorsement of or liability for the 
opinions expressed or of goods or services advertised, whether 
by the Editor, St John’s and St Luke’s  PCC or St John’s and St 
Luke’s churches.  
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those 
of the editor or the Clergy and whilst every care is taken not to 
change the original meaning, the editor and Clergy reserve the 
right to cut or alter articles submitted, as they deem necessary.  

We welcome you into the Lord’s family.  
We are members together of the body of Christ;  

we are children of the same heavenly father;  
we are inheritors of the Kingdom of God.  

We welcome you.  
Amen. 

mailto:church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk
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  Hubert Swainson 

Funeral Services Ltd 

Private Chapels 

Distinctive personal arrangements by: 

Geoffrey Brewster Dip FD 

Tim Canavar 

39 Franklin Road 

Tel 01425 504571                                                                      Harrogate 

St John’s Church Hall and St Luke’s Church 

can be hired for single occasions or for regular events. 

Contact the Church Office for more information. 

 

 

 

30 King Edwards Drive, Harrogate, HG1 4HL. 

Telephone: 01423 538445 

Opening Times: 7.30am-5.30pm Tuesday - Saturday 

Supporting the local community 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING 

 Our small, friendly Scottish Country 

Dance group meet at St Luke’s Church 

hall on Mondays from 7.30 to 9.30.  

We welcome new members -  

It is not necessary to have experience or 

bring a partner, just soft shoes   

and a sense of humour! 

It's fun, good exercise and sociable. 

The first night is free, 

thereafter the fee is only £3.50. 

We would love to see you! 

Either turn up at the hall or contact: 



28 

Parish Office Phone No: 01423 565129 

Parish Office email: church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 

Parish Office address: c/o The Vicarage, Bilton Lane, Harrogate, HG1 3DT 
For parish information including services and events  
visit Parish Websites: www.stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 

www.stlukesharrogate.org.uk   
www.facebook.com/groups/stjohnsandstlukes.harrogate 

www.facebook.com/stlukesharrogate 
 

The Ministry Team 
 

Churchwardens 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Editorial Team  

Collation: Katie Burke 569563 and team 
Editor: Irene 07762 552610  

Magazine email: SJSLfocus@gmail.com    

ST JOHN’S AND ST LUKE’S  
TOGETHER WHO’S WHO 

St John’s St Luke’s 

Mr Nigel Thompson 
janeandnige1962@hotmail.co.uk 

Mr Colin Ashurst 
colin.ashurst@gmail.com 

Mrs Jane Reichert 
janereichert@hotmail.com 

Mrs Alethea Fry 
alethea.fry@gmail.com 

 Matthew Hunter — 

Team Rector 

Tel 07394 239772 / 01423 787575 

Matthew.hunter@leeds.anglican.org 

Judith Clark —  

Children & Young People’s Chaplain 

Tel 07946 492097 

youthwork@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 

   

mailto:church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk
http://www.stlukesharrogate.org.uk/

