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The Editors of Focus magazine take every reasonable care to avoid errors in the 
advertisements and articles contained in this magazine. However, the inclusion of 
an article or advertisement in Focus does not imply either endorsement of or 
liability for the opinions expressed or of goods or services advertised, whether by 
the Editor, St John’s and St Luke’s  PCC or St John’s and St Luke’s churches.  
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the editor or the 
Clergy and whilst every care is taken not to change the original meaning, the editor 
and Clergy reserve the right to cut or alter articles submitted, as they deem 
necessary.  
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LETTER FROM LAURA 
 

Dear All,  

Whenever I come across the Parable of the Sower I 
have a tendency to skim over it. It is a passage so 
familiar, so chewed over, that I have consigned it 
to the ‘well acquainted’ pile, along with the Good Samaritan and the 
Prodigal Son.   

As a result of an essential rota change, I recently found myself needing to 
prepare an unexpected homily. Imagine my joy when I discovered it was 
to be the Parable of the Sower, a passage so familiar! I had an advantage, I 

had studied it many times before; the 
groundwork was already in place. I could give it 
another read over and start making some notes 
straight away. 

Except when I read it again I realised that, 
whilst it is indeed familiar, it had been remiss of 

me to keep skimming past it whenever it came up. How imprudent of me 
to think that because I knew what it said I would be heeding its 
instructions! As I read through the text again, poised to jot down my 
notes, I had a realisation. Surprise, surprise, my soil needs some attention! 
It seems the passage has just as much to say to me as it did the very first 
time I heard it.  

This time reading the passage, I found myself 
identifying with the soil cotaining thorny 
weeds “other seed fell among thorns, which 
grew up and choked the plants” (Mark 4:7). I 
read the word of God and I see God at work. 
But if I allow my days and weeks to become too loaded with busyness, 
then there is a real risk that I might miss opportunities to recognise Jesus 
speaking to me - either through the scriptures, other people, events, 
sparks of thought, or dreams.  

I am reminded that if we desire to hear God speaking to us, we will need 
to eliminate some of the mental clutter and slow down, taking the time to 
really listen and understand what He might be saying to us. In the 



 

4 

poignant words of John Mark Comer, “If the devil can’t make you sin, he will 
make you busy”. Can you identify with that soil? 

Or perhaps you identify more with the soil that 
has a path right through the middle “some 
[seed] fell along the path, and the birds came 
and ate it up” (Mark 4:4). You hear the word of 
God, but you hear lots of other things too and 
you aren’t sure what to believe or which direction to go in. You set out on a 
journey with Jesus, but then things grind to a halt or you go in a different 
direction and don’t really put down firm roots.  

Or perhaps it is the rocky ground you identify with:“some [seed] fell on 
rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It 
sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But 
when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, 
and they withered because they had no root” (Mark 
5:5-6). You have heard the word of God and you 
have accepted it into your hearts. But the challenges 
of life and the difficult things around you have been 

distressing and they have damaged your root, making you feel that your 
faith is a bit wobbly - not as life-giving as it should be. 

As we reflect on our own lives and realise that our soil is perhaps a little 
more parched or weed-ridden than we would ideally like it to be, I am 
reminded that this parable is rather unsettling. I wonder if it is that, rather 
than over-familiarity, that made me so quick to pass it by? 

But it is March, and the season of Lent 
begins this month. Lent is traditionally a 
time for self-reflection, a time to pause 
amidst the busyness and untangle our 
thoughts and experiences before God. 

Sometimes doing so can be uncomfortable. But just as soil quality improves 
when it is raked up and agitated, our journey with Jesus can be improved by 
running a soil quality control test on ourselves; it gives us a fresh 
opportunity to recalibrate and assess where we are with God.  

So maybe this Lent you could try returning to the Parable of the Sower, 
using it to help you to reflect upon where you are in your faith journey. 
Which soil do you identify with and what steps might you want to take to 
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give your soil a bit of compost during this season? Who might be able to 
help you with that? What are your rhythms of life, and are they helping you 
to draw closer to Jesus? 

But as you rake your soil and reflect on where you are, remember that Lent 
is a time for moving closer to God, not a time for self-punishment. God is 
abundantly generous. Even when we get it wrong and our soil is crumbly 
and meagre, he is still willing to accept us as 
we are, and to work with us and through us. 
Whilst we persevere with our soil, we can be 
totally confident that Christ will always 
persevere with us. So by all means give your 
soil a rake and some compost this Lent, it is 

healthy to do so. But 
always remember that 
even in the driest of 
deserts or through the 
tiniest of cracks in the 
pavement, a seed can 
still begin to grow - 
God is always at work! 

Every blessing,  

Laura 

 

LENT BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Embracing Justice by Isabelle Hamley 

Embracing Justice is the Church of England’s theme for 
Lent 2022, and the Church of England will be offering Live 
Lent reflections via their social media platforms based on 
this book. It invites us to examine our own lives truthfully, 
to see the world more deeply and to pray – for the church 
and the world far and near – that ‘justice may roll down 
like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing 
stream’ (Amos 4.24). 

In this book, Isabelle Hamley invites us on an exhilarating journey through 

Painting by  

Joseph Martin 
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Scripture to discover how we, as churches, communities and individual 
Christians, can seek and practise justice even when enmeshed in such a 
fractured world. 

Embracing Justice weaves together biblical texts, diverse voices, 
contemporary stories, and personal meditations to reveal liberating and 
imaginative ways in which we may grow in discipleship – and more fully 
reflect the justice, mercy and compassion of Christ in our lives. 

With six chapters to take you from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday, this 
Lent devotional for 2022 is great for anyone interested in the issues of 
justice – from climate and economic justice to gender and racial equality – 
that are increasingly at the forefront of global consciousness, and the role 
that Christians and the Church must play in them.  

Priced £8.38 at Eden.co.uk or £7.99 at Amazon.co.uk  

 
2. Women of Holy Week by Paula Gooder 

Paula Gooder uses her extensive biblical expertise to retell 
the events of the Crucifixion, Resurrection and Ascension 
through the eyes of nine female characters she imagines 
accompanying Jesus during these momentous days. 

Accompanied by nine colour illustrations, each story brings 
to life the tension, drama and shock of the events of Holy 
Week, banishing any over-familiarity and helping readers 
enter into the Passion narrative in a deeper, more 
meaningful way. 

Originally given as a series of addresses at Southwark Cathedral during Holy 
Week 2021, these nine stories are great for anyone who longs to encounter 
Jesus afresh through the Easter Story.  

Priced £9.98 at Eden.co.uk or £9.45 on Amazon.co.uk  

 

3. The Art of Lent by Sister Wendy Beckett  

This book provides a slightly different approach and is great for those who 
enjoy reflecting on works of art. The Lent reflections within this little book 
are inspired by both famous and lesser-known works of art.  From the 
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Hokusai’s Great Wave to Rembrandt’s The Return of the 
Prodigal Son, these reflections draw from the emotions 
and spiritual truths behind the paintings. 

Each of the days is based around a different theme. From 
joy to tranquillity, courage to sacrifice - the messages 
from The Art of Lent are short meditations designed to 
leave you with questions of your own to continue to 
reflect upon.  

Priced £8.84 at Eden.co.uk or £7.41 on Amazon.co.uk  

 

4. We Make the Road by Walking by Brian McLaren  

Here is a year's worth of reflections on the Bible, each one 
easily read aloud in ten to twelve minutes. Working with 
the framework of the church year, they provide a Genesis-
to-Revelation overview of the Bible.  

It is a good introduction to those new to faith but it also 
offers long-term Christians reorientation from a fresh 
perspective. This book seeks to help you to put your faith 
into action. 

You can start this book at any time of the year, and section three - which 
journeys through Lent - will be used as the resource for our Lent material in 
church this year. The material will be studied within all of our Home Groups 
and also in an extra group that will be formed as a Lent Group. All are 
welcome to join either the Lent Group or one of our House Groups (which 
could just be for Lent).  

Priced £10.99 at both Eden.co.uk and Amazon.co.uk 

The Lent Group will meet on Monday afternoons 
in St John’s Church. So that we have an idea how 
many people to expect, please give your name to 
Gill in the office or one of the clergy.   

To find out more about a Home Group to join, 
contact sarahshepherd@btinternet.com  

There are a number of groups meeting at various times and on various days.  
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CHOOSE TO LOSE 

On the weekend of 12th February, our young people took part in the Open 
Doors, Choose to Lose Sponsored Challenge.  They chose to go without 
something they love for a day, a weekend, or even longer, for example their 
phones, their 
screens, or their 
favourite food! 
They did this 
because at least 
360 million 
Christians around 
the world have 
lost things they 
love because of 
their faith in 
Jesus.  That’s one 
in every seven 
Christians on the 
planet.  Some 
have lost family, 
friends, safety 
and freedom.  Yet 
they choose to 
follow Jesus 
despite the fear 
of arrest, prison, rejection, threats, violence and death.  
So, by losing something they loved just for a short time, our young people 
were standing alongside our Christian brothers and sisters.  
If you would like to donate to this challenge, please use the following link: 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/sjslchoose-to-lose?
utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=sjslchoos
e-to-lose&utm_campaign=pfp-
email&utm_term=e329359ce2e9463ba68e20e9749c6e16  
 
 

Total raised so far is £280!  Well done, youngsters, for your sacrifice, and for 
making us aware of the hardship some Christians face because of their faith, 
and the work of OPEN DOORS in helping them. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/sjslchoose-to-lose?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=sjslchoose-to-lose&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=e329359ce2e9463ba68e20e9749c6e16
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/sjslchoose-to-lose?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=sjslchoose-to-lose&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=e329359ce2e9463ba68e20e9749c6e16
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/sjslchoose-to-lose?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=sjslchoose-to-lose&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=e329359ce2e9463ba68e20e9749c6e16
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/sjslchoose-to-lose?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=sjslchoose-to-lose&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=e329359ce2e9463ba68e20e9749c6e16
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QUESTION CORNER 

Q Should the death penalty be brought back for 
murderers? The Bible says ‘an eye for an eye’. 

A That text is in Exodus 21, 24 and Leviticus 24 
and Deuteronomy 19, beside some terrible laws 
which people added to the laws given to Moses, and 
presented as God-given! You could be stoned for 
kidnapping, striking parents, adultery, 
homosexuality, working on the Sabbath, wearing the 
wrong clothes, and over 600 laws including not trimming your beard 
(fortunately no death penalty for that!) A captured enemy would be blinded 
in both eyes if he had damaged one of yours.  Then an UPDATED rule said 
‘an eye (only ONE) for an eye’, only slightly more civilised.  Many still try to 
quote this text as justification for revenge. 

But Jesus corrected this – ‘You know what our 
forefathers said, but what I’m telling you is this’.  And 
in Matthew 5, 38-45, which also includes reference to 
‘an eye for an eye’, he says ‘love your enemies’. This 
kind of love is about caring and respect for life.  The 
Good Samaritan story is an example of loving your 
neighbour AND caring for someone regarded as an 
enemy. (Jews and Samaritans didn’t mix.)  During the 

war, the Geneva Convention ensured that Prisoners of War were treated 
humanely. 

‘An eye for an eye’, set in a war context, can’t be quoted to support the 
death penalty, and murderers are in a different category.  But Jesus’s 
correction of that text says something very different from ‘tit-for-tat’, 
getting your own back – or ‘a life for a life’.  Certainly people should be 
severely punished for terrible crimes, but taking another life is surely not 
the answer. 

David 

SMELLY YELLOW WELLY CLUB 2022 (children’s Easter holiday club)  
With a heavy heart the team together with clergy have taken the decision that 

Welly club should not go ahead this year  
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A BIT ABOUT WHAT WE DO 

Bilton Conservation Group 
has been planting trees in 
Nidd Gorge, Bilton, New 
Park and local schools 
since 1985. A walk down 
the Nidderdale Greenway 
from Bilton Lane to the 
viaduct bears evidence on 
either side and into the 
fields. What today looks 
like a pleasant country 
lane was bare railway 
ballast in 1982 with 
nothing taller than a few 
weeds. 
Our last major planting 
was in 2012/2013 when we 
celebrated H.M Queen Elizabeth’s 
Diamond Jubilee. This is  

On 26th February 2022 we hope 
to plant 2,021 broadleaf trees, 
sponsored by the Society of the 
Holy Child Jesus to celebrate the 
175th year of their foundation. A 
smaller wood ‘Victory Wood’ will 
follow later in the year with the 
planting of another 500 native 
species. 

 

 

 

 

This is Diamond Jubilee Wood today 

Chairman Warren 
Considine surveying the 

planting site 

Diamond Jubilee Wood 
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SONGS OF PRAISE 

I retired from full-time ministry 19 years ago on 1st April, and 
Linda and I came to Harrogate and joined up with St John’s 
and St Luke’s.  We were invited to Songs of Praise, and in 
2006 Linda was asked to become the co-ordinator.  Around 
that time the pianist retired, and I took over that role.   

Now Linda feels physically unable to continue, and at 84 I’m 
not getting any younger.  So, sadly, we are saying that that 

we will not be arranging any more Songs of Praise sessions.  Obviously that 
would not mean the end of Songs of Praise, but, alongside that, and more to 
the point, over the past two years many of our regulars have died (now singing 
songs of praise in a new life!).  Others have become house-bound.  So we are 
down to a handful and must be realistic, and draw a line under S.O.P.  We are 
sorry that those who are looking forward to starting again will be disappointed.  
Perhaps something new will come from this.  
And there are various groups in the church which meet different needs. 

Special thanks to Enid and the ladies who have served such delicious teas, and 
to Nigel, Jane and Sam for setting up tables etc for us.  Let’s also give thanks for 
Sally Conday who started it all. 

Hopefully Songs of Praise can come back in a new way – so KEEP SINGING! 

David 

Thanks go to David and Linda for all they have given to Songs of Praise over the 
years. Those of us who have enjoyed the hymns and songs, the personal 
testimony, finding out more about hymn and song writers and composers, and, 
of course, the tea and cakes and companionship, will be sad. 

But as David says, this may lead to something new. 

 

PLEASE PRAY  
that the right person will see and respond to  

our search for a new  

TEAM VICAR  

to work with our leadership team, 

and to enable further outreach in North Harrogate. 
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ANOTHER DEFIBRILLATOR FOR BILTON 

All the necessary permissions have been granted for the 
installation of a defibrillator on St John’s Church Hall. 

So look out for it appearing.  Thanks to Gill, our administrator, 
for her diligence, and for our Councillors who have supported 
us in our fundraising.  Let us pray that it is not needed, but 
that, if it is used, it is effective in saving a life. 

 

WATER AID BENEFITS FROM A VERY SUCCESSFUL  

FEBRUARY COFFEE MORNING 

The hard work of church volunteers 
combined with the generous support 
of church and community members 
to raise the fabulous sum of £645 
(which the UK government will 
double!)  for Water Aid. 
 

EVERYONE HAS A ROLE TO PLAY 

We celebrate the many volunteers involved in so many ways within our 

church family - at worship through music and word and flower arranging, 

running the sound desk and managing the technology, serving refreshments 

afterwards - in maintenance and cleaning of our church buildings - in 

keeping the churchyard in order - in pastoral care - in the many groups that 

meet during the week: Thirst, Wellbeing Café, Comfort Café, Community 

Lunch, Youth Groups, Alpha, Coffee Mornings ….. and more.  There are also 

the ‘hidden’ jobs - eg washing church linen and tea-towels, mending choir 

robes, shopping, tidying books.   

Is there something that you could do?  However big or small, we are all part 

of this church family, and we all have a role to play. 
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PEOPLE 

St John’s & St Luke’s 

CHURCH OFFICE OPENING 
HOURS 

MONDAY to WEDNESDAY  
9.30am to 1.00pm  
THURSDAY CLOSED 

FRIDAY 9.30am to 1.00pm 
TELEPHONE 565129 (+ Answerphone) 

email -        
church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 

SUNDAY 13th MARCH 
is Copy Date for  

APRIL 2022 Focus 

Items for inclusion to: 
SJSLFocus@gmail.com 

or Editor, 6 Old  Trough Way,  
HG1 3DE 

or leave them in the drawer at the 
back of St John’s Church 

BAPTISMS / BLESSINGS & 
THANKSGIvINGS 

 Ava Addyman-Yates 

FUNERALS/ MEMORIALS 

We extend our sympathy to the families of those 
who have recently died: 

Airon Thompson 

ST JOHN’S FLOWER CLUB 

Are you interested in flower arranging? The team who 

arrange flowers in St John’s are looking for new members.  

Beginners and experts all welcome.  Contact the church 

office for more details. 

mailto:church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk
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MARCH'S CALENDAR         

St John’s 10.30 services will be on Facebook each Sunday  
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsandstlukes 

NB Services in the churches may change according to guidelines 
Those who attend should wear masks unless exempt 
No need to book a place now - everyone is welcome. 

And we are serving tea and coffee after the 10.30 services! 
 

Tuesday 1
st

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 7.00pm Alpha Plus (SJ) 

 7.30pm Finance & Building Committee  

  Meeting (SJ) 

Wednesday 2
nd

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

Ash Wednesday 10.30am Holy Communion with Ashing (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park   

  Community Centre 

 4-5.00pm 4twelve (Year 7-13 Youth Group)   

  (Artizan International Cafe) 

Thursday 3
rd

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 9.30-11.30am Little Fishes Parent & Toddler Group (SL)

 1-3.00pm Wellbeing Café (SL) 

Saturday 5
th

 10am-3.30pm Alpha Awayday (Hollin House) 

 11.00am Baptism (SJ) 

Sunday 6
th

  9.00am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Parade Service (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SL) 

 6-7.45pm Ignite (Year 7+ Youth Group) (SL) 

Monday 7
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 2-3.00pm Lent Reading Group (SJ) 

 7.00pm Alpha Course (SJ) 

 7.30pm Baptism Information Session (SJ) 

Tuesday 8
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.00am Walking Group (SJ) 

 2-3.30pm Comfort Bereavement Café (SJ) 

 7.30pm PCC Meeting (SJ) 

Wednesday 9
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park   

  Community Centre 

 12.15pm Community Lunch at Bilton   

  Community Centre 

 4-5.00pm 4twelve (Year 7-13 Youth Group)   

  (Artizan International Cafe) 

 7.30pm Time to Pray (SJ) 

Thursday 10
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsandstlukes
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 9.30-11.30am Little Fishes (Parent & Toddler Group) (SL) 

 1-3.00pm Wellbeing Café (SL) 

 6.30-7.15pm Evening Surgery in church (SJ) 

Friday 11
th

 6.30-7.15pm Junior Choir Practice (SJ) 

 7-7.45pm Adult Choir Practice (SJ) 

Saturday 12
th

 10am-12noon Coffee Morning in Church Hall (SJ) for Bilton 

  Conservation Group 

Sunday 13
th

 9.00am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Parade Service (SL) 

 12.30pm Baptisms (SJ) 

 6-7.45pm Ignite (Year 7+ Youth Group) (SL) 

Monday 14
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ)s 

 2-3.00pm Lent Reading Group (SJ) 

 7.00pm Alpha Course (SJ) 

Tuesday 15
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

Wednesday 16
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park Community 

  Centre 

 12.00noon Thirst Table at Dene Park Community  

  Centre 

 4-5.00pm 4twelve (Year 7-13 Youth Group) (Artizan 

  International Cafe) 

Thursday 17
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 9.30-11.30am Little Fishes (Parent & Toddler Group) (SL) 

 1-3.00pm Wellbeing Café (SL) 

Friday 18
th

 6.30-7.15pm Junior Choir Practice (SJ) 

 7-7.45pm Adult Choir Practice (SJ) 

Saturday 19
th

 9.30am-12noon Marriage Preparation Session (SJ) 

Sunday 20
th  

9.00am Holy Communion (SJ)  

 10.30am Morning Worship (SJ) 

 10.30am Morning Worship (SL) 

 6-7.45pm Ignite (Year 7+ Youth Group) (SL) 

Monday 21
st

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ)  

 2-3.00pm Lent Reading Group (SJ) 

 7.00pm Alpha Course (SJ) 

Tuesday 22
nd

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

Wednesday 23
rd

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park Community 

  Centre 

 4-5.00pm 4twelve (Year 7-13 Youth Group) (Artizan 

  International Cafe) 

Thursday 24
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 9.30-11.30am Little Fishes (Parent & Toddler Group) (SL) 

 1-3.00pm Wellbeing Café (SL) 

 6.30-7.15pm Evening Surgery in Church (SJ) 

Friday 25
th

 6.30-7.15pm Junior Choir Practice (SJ) 

 7-7.45pm Adult Choir Practice (SJ) 
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Sunday 27
th

  9.00am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am All Age Service (SL) 

 6-7.45pm Ignite (Year 7+ Youth Group) (SL) 

Monday 28
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 2-3.00pm Lent Reading Group (SJ) 

 7.00pm Alpha Course (SJ) 

Tuesday 29
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

Wednesday 30
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park Community 

  Centre 

 4-5.00pm 4twelve (Year 7-13 Youth Group) (Artizan 

  International Cafe) 

Thursday 31
st

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 9.30-11.30am Little Fishes (Parent & Toddler Group) (SL) 

 1-3.00pm Wellbeing Café (SL) 

 6.30-7.15pm Evening Surgery in Church (SJ) 

APRIL 

Sunday 3
rd

 9.00am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Parade Service (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SL) 

  6-7.45pm Ignite (Year 7+ Youth Group) (SL) 

Monday 4
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 2-3.00pm Lent Reading Group (SJ) 

 7.30pm Finance & Buildings Committee Meeting (SJ) 

Tuesday 5
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.00am Walking Group (SJ) 

Wednesday 6
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park Community  

   Centre 

 4-5.00pm 4twelve (Year 7-13 Youth Group) (Artizan 

   International Cafe) 

Thursday 7
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 9.30-11.30am Little Fishes (Parent & Toddler Group) (SL) 

 1-3.00pm Wellbeing Café (SL) 

Friday 8
th

 6.30-7.15pm Junior Choir Practice (SJ) 

 7-7.45pm Adult Choir Practice (SJ) 

Saturday 9
th

 10am-12noon Coffee Morning in Church Hall (SJ) for the 

   Wrights, our mission partners in Uganda 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Team Vicar Interviews Thursday 28
th

 April 

Coffee Morning for choir funds Saturday 14
th

 May 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting Sunday 15
th

 May after the services (SJ)

Parish Weekend   30
th

 Sept-2
nd

 Oct (Scargill House) 
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Parish Office Phone No: 01423 565129 

Parish Office email: church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 
For parish information including services and events  
visit Parish Websites: www.stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 
www.stlukesharrogate.org.uk   
www.facebook.com/groups/stjohnsandstlukes.harrogate 
www.facebook.com/stlukesharrogate 
www.facebook.com/stjohnsandstlukes - for livestreaming 

 

The Ministry Team 

Churchwardens 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Editorial Team 
Treasurer: Could you do this job?  

Collation: Katie Burke 569563 and team 
Editors: Jean Burton 569907 Liz Hickling  
Magazine email: SJSLfocus@gmail.com    

ST JOHN’S AND ST LUKE’S  
TOGETHER WHO’S WHO 

Simon Dowson—Team Rector 
Tel 01423 561030 
simon.dowson@leeds.anglican org 

Team Vicar 
Vacant 

Laura Martin—Curate 
Tel 07497 865507  
laura.martin@leeds.anglican org 

Emma James—Young People’s 
Worker 
Tel 07803 586566 
YouthWork@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 

St John’s St Luke’s 

Mr Nigel Thompson 
janeandnige1962@hotmail.co.uk 

Mrs Pat Fenton 
pafenton10@gmail.com 

Mrs Jane Reichert 
janereichert@hotmail.com 

Mrs Jean Jarvis 
jean_jarvis@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk
http://www.stlukesharrogate.org.uk/


 

 

Harrogate Strathspey and Reel Club 
Scottish Country Dancing 

Every Monday Night 19.30 - 21.30  

The season runs from September to June 

Dance Jigs, Reels and Strathspeys with a fun and 
friendly group! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come and join us, no experience needed 

It costs £3.50 per session, £39 per half year  

or £62 for the full year. 

Sandie Fagan 07824 458725 for more information 

  Hubert Swainson 
Funeral Services Ltd 

Private Chapels 
Distinctive personal arrangements by: 

Geoffrey Brewster Dip FD 
Tim Canavar  

 
39 Franklin Road 

Tel 01425 504571                                                                       Harrogate 

St John’s Church Hall and St Luke’s Church 
can be hired for single occasions or for regular events. 

Contact the Church Office for more information. 
See page 19 for contact details 

 

 

 

 

30 King Edwards Drive, Harrogate, HG1 4HL. 
Telephone: 01423 538445 

Opening Times: 7.30am - 5.30pm Monday - Saturday 
Supporting the local community 


