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 Focus magazine – March 2026 

 

Who do you think you are? It sounds a     
simple question, but for each of us there can 
be many answers. Child, parent,            
grandparent, neighbour, friend. And then 
there are all the possible career related     
answers. And don’t even think about who we 
can pretend to be in the anonymity of social 
media. 

 

I’m John Carr, and at the head of this piece is 
a picture of John Carr. Except that it isn’t me. That one is the 18

th
 

century architect, born near Wakefield and renowned for work on 
such buildings as the Crescent in Buxton and Harewood House as 
well as many bridges and public buildings. The only similarity I can 
find between him and me is that we were both born in Yorkshire. 

 

Who we are is, perhaps, something that we can spend a lifetime 
discovering. And to discover who we are we need to discover who 
we aren’t. I could never be a great dancer or singer, an artist or a 
successful politician (or even an unsuccessful one), for example. 
Any ambitions in those directions have long been disposed of. 

 

The Bible is full of characters who discovered who they were in 
surprising and, often, unexpected encounters with God. Moses 
was called to lead the Israelites out of Egypt even as he fled from 
Pharaoh, Gideon was called a mighty warrior while hiding in a 
winepress, Samuel was a young boy when he was called to be a 
prophet, Simon Peter discovered he was not just a fisherman but 
would be a leader of the church and Saul, the persecutor, gained 
a new role and a new name, Paul, to be a pioneer as the church 
grew. Perhaps most amazingly, Mary was called to be the mother 
of Jesus, Son of God and Saviour of the world. The calls of God’s 
people from biblical times and down through the ages have been 
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many and various. 

 

But even as I write this piece I realise that I am making a      
common mistake. I am confusing who we are with what we are. 
Yes, the people quoted above were called to do something 
amazing but they were only able to do these things as they     
recognised who they were. That first and foremost they were 
God’s people, recognised by him and recognised by themselves 
as such.  

 

In his letter last month, Matthew referred to the evidence we see 
of Jesus growing in his understanding of who he is. As we     
journey together through Lent, we recall that Jesus’ 40 days in 
the wilderness came before his public ministry began. They were 
days of preparation, of affirmation of who he was before his work 
in the wider world started. His proclamation of the kingdom of 
God, his challenging of the religious authorities, his willingness to 
face the isolation and desolation of the cross came because he 
knew that he was God’s chosen one, his beloved Son, and that 
he was safe and secure in that identity. Perhaps this is another 
way in which, as the writer to the Hebrews says, “we have a high 
priest who is able to sympathize with our weaknesses” and our 
struggles as we work out who we are and seek that assurance of 
God’s love for us.  

 

Whatever our outward appearance may be, we are children of 
God, created in his image and made for his glory. Perhaps 
through this Lenten time we might reflect on that call from God to 
recognise that we are first and foremost his children, loved,  
cherished and secure in Him. And as we come to a better        
understanding of who we are, as we become more comfortable 
in our God-given skin, we can become more able to use the gifts 
that God has given us for the building up of our life together.   
Rather than looking enviously at what others have and do, we 
look to Jesus, the one who goes before us and with us, now and 
forever. 
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And just to avoid any confusion, here’s a 
more recent picture of John Carr. But please 
don’t ask me to design an extension for your 
house. Quite fancy my namesake’s waist-
coat though. 

 

Every blessing 

 

John 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations must go to Elizabeth from 
4

th
 Bilton Brownies on achieving her 

Brownie Gold.  Not only does this mean 
that she has completed at least 6 interest 
badges in the different themes, but she  
also ran a games night at Brownies.  Well 
done from Barn Owl, Sooty Owl, Tawny 
Owl & all the Brownies. 

And, we cannot let it pass without saying 
“Congratulations” to Gill Clarke on       
completing her GirlGuiding Going Away 
With Scheme award so that she is now able to take Guides and 
Rangers on overnight adventures.  The Rangers would like to 
know – when are we going away?? 
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QUESTION CORNER 

Question 

Is laughter at a funeral service disrespectful to 

the departed and the relatives? 

 

Answer 

Obviously a funeral is not a comedy, or a time for raucous jokes, 

and we need to be very sensitive when people are grieving.  But 

gentle humour and laughter, perhaps in the talk or eulogy, can 

help people relax, and be part of the healing process.  We should 

never make light of death, but we point forward to new life and 

resurrection - which is a key part of the funeral service. 

 

Years ago, I remember an elderly couple in Lancashire,  Jim and 

Annie.  They were devoted to each other, and well known for their 

strong Christian faith and great sense of humour.  When Jim died, 

I conducted the funeral.  It was winter, and the rain was coming 

down in buckets, so the grave was half full of water.   As the     

undertakers lowered the coffin, Annie looked down and said “Now 

they’ve gone and drowned the poor old devil!”  Everyone laughed, 

as Annie’s dry humour invited us to.  It wasn’t disrespectful.  It 

was an expression of affection for Jim and Annie which fitted the 

circumstances. 

 

The funeral service contains moments for prayer and quiet        

reflection as well.  I’m assuming that we would agree that to laugh 

during those moments would be disrespectful - to the departed 

and the relatives (and to God!). 

David 
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A huge “Thank You” to everyone who has donated stamps and 
supported us in many other ways in our fundraising for the new 
GirlGuiding Birk Crag Centre. 

 
It was amazing to hold a County Brownie 
Craft day there at the beginning of February 
and welcome Brownies from Skipton,      
Ripon and Harrogate to join together for a 
morning of fun activities. All the Brownies 
achieved their new crafts interest badge. 
 
Thank you again and please do continue to 
donate stamps! 
https://www.birkcragcentre.org.uk/ 

WHO’S WHO 
 

 
We are revising our WHO’S WHO parish directory in 2026. If you 
would like to be included please fill in one of the ‘consent forms’ 
available at both churches and tick the relevant box and hand to a 
churchwarden or leave in the office. You do not have to have all 
your information published, just let us know but it is also used as a 
prayer diary and we would love to pray for you and your family 
each month. 
 
If you have previously completed a form there is no need to do a 
new one, your entry will be included again. 
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APCM 
 

APCM date has now been set for our parish. All are welcome to  attend, 
though you must be on the electoral roll to vote. If you are not yet on 
the roll, there is still time to join—simply complete the short form that 
will be available very soon. 
  

ELECTORAL ROLL 
  
If you are not on the parish Electoral Roll and would like to be and  
qualify to do so, please fill in the form, to be found at the back of 
Church and give to a Churchwarden or sidesperson. 
You must be on the ER in order to vote at the APCM. 
 
 

GIFT AID 
  
Have you signed a Gift Aid declaration at some time in the past?  The 
church needs to know if any of the following changes apply to you. 
Change of address since the declaration was signed. No longer paying 
tax on income or capital gains.  
 
If you are new to the church, and you are a UK taxpayer, but have not 
yet signed a Gift Aid declaration, please consider doing so. Information 
is available from the church office. 
  

LEGACY GIFTS 
 
Many of us give regularly to our churches, but beyond our regular life-
time, a GIFT IN A WILL can be a final and powerful expression of     
gratitude and thanksgiving towards God that will help transform a 
churches future and support mission here in this country, and overseas. 
Here at St Johns and St Lukes we welcome all gifts in wills, however 
large or small, and we promise to use your gift to make a difference in 
our parish. Our PCC legacy policy is to use gifts to help fund significant 
development projects; whether this be to buildings, to purchase     
equipment, or to support mission. If you would like to have more       
information on this, pick up a leaflet in church, visit our website or    
contact Rob Bath on 07817 799640, or by 
email robertabath@yahoo.co.uk. 
  
 

mailto:robertabath@yahoo.co.uk
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Coffee Morning Saturday 14th February 2026:  

Monday First 

Thank you to everyone who worked so hard to make our           
Valentines Day coffee morning in aid of Monday First the huge 
and happy success it was.  We raised a fabulous £644 which we 
know the team at Monday First will be so grateful for.  This lovely 
service on the first Monday of the month at Dene Park           
Community Centre is becoming well established and the funds 
raised today will help to ensure that it can continue.  As always 
thank you to everyone who contributed prizes, baked goods etc., 
and to our very generous visitors.  We look forward to welcoming 
you next month. 

 

Coffee Morning Saturday 14th March: Youth Work  

Our March coffee morning is to raise funds towards helping our 
young people hopefully go to summer camp.  This is such a    
popular and happy event for our youngsters and one which helps 
them grow in confidence in the faith and in their relationships.  It 
is also a lot of fun as was apparent from Emma’s photos from last 
year’s camp.  

Take a look at the youth video, “what do we get up to?” on the 
youth ministry section of our church website to see some          
examples of what our young people have been doing over the 
past couple of years.  Please do come along to the coffee    
morning and have a lot of fun yourselves whilst helping us raise 
money for our young people’s ministry. 

Kindest regards and blessings. 

Anne 
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Green Team Crafternoon  

Sunday 22nd March 2-4pm  

Church Hall 

Join us to support your local 

foodbank. 

We will be making reusable strong 

cotton carrier bags for use by the 

foodbank when giving emergency 

food. Each will   carry a return label. 

Over 34,000kg of food was given to the people of 

Harrogate in 2025. 

Lots of roles; cutting out, machine sewing and hand 

sewing. 

We will also be collecting good quality LARGE plastic bags for life for the 

bank to also use. These can be brought to the crafternoon or left in the 

box by the recycling station at the back of church ONLY between 15th 

and 22nd March. 
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MARCH’S CALENDAR           

Sunday 1
st

 9.00am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am All Age Parade Service (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SL) 

 12.30pm Baptisms (SJ) 

 6-7.30pm Youth Worship Night at Wesley 

  Chapel 

Monday 2
nd

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 12.00pm Lifeline Harrogate Art Exhibition 

  Starts (SJ) 

 2-3.00pm Monday First at Dene Park  

  Community Centre 

 7.30pm Baptism Information Session (SJ) 

Tuesday 3
rd

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

Wednesday 4
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park 

  Community Centre 

 1.00pm Funeral: Graeme Chisholm (SJ) 

Thursday 5
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 9.30-11.30am Little Fishes (Parent & Toddler 

  Group) (SL) 

 12-1.00pm Lent Course (SL) 

Friday 6
th

 1-3.00pm Wellbeing Café (SL) 

 6-7.15pm Junior Choir Practice (SJ) 

 7-7.45pm Adult Choir Practice (SJ) 

Saturday 7
th

 7.30pm York Opera 60
th

 Anniversary 

  Concert (SJ) 

Sunday 8
th

 9.00am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Café Church (SL) 

 6-7.15pm Ignite (Year 7+ Youth Group) (SL) 

Monday 9
th

   9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

Tuesday 10
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.00am Walking Group (SJ) 

Wednesday 11
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park 

  Community Centre 

 7.00pm Finance & Buildings Committee 

  Meeting (SJ) 

Thursday 12
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 9.30-11.30am Little Fishes (Parent & Toddler 

  Group) (SL) 

 12-1.00pm Lent Course (SL) 
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Friday 13
th

  1-3.00pm Wellbeing Café (SL) 

 6.30-7.15pm Junior Choir Practice (SJ) 

 7-7.45pm Adult Choir Practice (SJ) 

Saturday 14
th

 10.00am-12noon Coffee Morning in Church Hall (SJ) 

 

Sunday 15
th

 9.00am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Morning Worship (SJ) 

 10.30am Morning Worship (SL) 

Monday 16
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 12.00pm Lifeline Harrogate Art Exhibition  

  Finishes (SJ) 

Tuesday 17
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

Wednesday 18
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park  

  Community Centre 

 12.00pm Thirst Table at Dene Park Community 

  Centre 

Thursday 19
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 9.30-11.30am Little Fishes (Parent & Toddler Group) 

  (SL) 

 12-1.00pm Lent Course (SL) 

Friday 20
th

  1-3.00pm Wellbeing Café (SL) 

 6.30-7.15pm Junior Choir Practice (SJ) 

 7-7.45pm Adult Choir Practice (SJ) 

 

Sunday 22
nd

 9.00am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am All Age Worship (SL) 

 2-4.00pm Green Team Crafternoon (SJ Hall) 

 6-7.15pm Ignite (Year 7+ Youth Group) (SL) 

Monday 23
rd

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

Tuesday 24
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

Wednesday 25
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park  

  Community Centre 

 7.00pm PCC Meeting (SJ) 

Thursday 26
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 9.30-11.30am Little Fishes (Parent & Toddler Group) 

  (SL) 

 10.30am Richard Taylor School Easter Service 

  (SJ) 

 12-1.00pm Lent Course (SL) 

Friday 27
th

 1-3.00pm Wellbeing Café (SL) 

 6.30-7.15pm Junior Choir Practice (SJ) 

 7-7.45pm Adult Choir Practice (SJ) 
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Sunday 29
th

 9.00am Holy Communion (SJ) 

Palm Sunday 10.30am JOINT All Age Morning Worship (SJ) 

Monday 30
th

   9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 2-3.00pm Monday First at Dene Park   

  Community Centre 

 7.00pm Reflective Service (SL) 

Tuesday 31
st

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 7.00pm Reflective Service (SL) 

 

APRIL 

Wednesday 1
st

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park  

  Community Centre 

 7.00pm Reflective Service (SL) 

Thursday 2
nd

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

Maundy Thursday 7.00pm Holy Communion (SJ) 

Friday 3
rd

 2.00pm The Last Hour (SJ) 

Good Friday 5.00pm Choir Practice (SJ) 

 6.30pm Good Friday Service (SJ) 

Saturday 4
th

 7.00pm Easter Vigil (SJ) 

Easter Eve 

 

Sunday 5
th

 9.00am Holy Communion (SJ) 

Easter Day 10.30am All Age Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am All Age Holy Communion (SL) 

 

 

 
The Editors of Focus magazine take every reasonable care to 
avoid errors in the advertisements and articles contained in this 
magazine. However, the inclusion of an article or advertisement 
in Focus does not imply either endorsement of or liability for the 
opinions expressed or of goods or services advertised, whether 
by the Editor, St John’s and St Luke’s  PCC or St John’s and St 
Luke’s churches.  
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those 
of the editor or the Clergy and whilst every care is taken not to 
change the original meaning, the editor and Clergy reserve the 
right to cut or alter articles submitted, as they deem necessary.  
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PEOPLE 

SUNDAY 15TH MARCH 
is Copy Date for  

APRIL FOCUS 

Items for inclusion to: 
SJSLFocus@gmail.com 

or Editor,  20 Redhill Close 
HG1 3JG 

or leave them in the drawer at the 
back of St John’s Church 

St John’s & St Luke’s 

CHURCH OFFICE OPENING 
HOURS 

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY 
9.30am to 1.00pm  

TUESDAY 11.30am to 1.00pm 
FRIDAY CLOSED 

 

565129 (+ Answerphone) 

church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 

Baptisms 
 

Maeve Olive Bacon 
Emanie Rose Coutts 

Archibald Jonathan David Ford 
 

We welcome you into the Lord’s family.  
We are members together of the body of Christ;  

we are children of the same heavenly father;  
we are inheritors of the Kingdom of God.  

We welcome you.  
Amen. 

FUNERALS/ MEMORIALS 
We extend our sympathy to the families of those  

who have recently died: 

Doreen Tiplady 

Graeme Chisholm 

mailto:church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk
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  Hubert Swainson 

Funeral Services Ltd 

Private Chapels 

Distinctive personal arrangements by: 

Geoffrey Brewster Dip FD 

Tim Canavar 

39 Franklin Road 

Tel 01425 504571                                                                      Harrogate 

St John’s Church Hall and St Luke’s Church 

can be hired for single occasions or for regular events. 

Contact the Church Office for more information. 

 

 

 

30 King Edwards Drive, Harrogate, HG1 4HL. 

Telephone: 01423 538445 

Opening Times: 7.30am-5.30pm Tuesday - Saturday 

Supporting the local community 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING 

 Our small, friendly Scottish Country 

Dance group meet at St Luke’s Church 

hall on Mondays from 7.30 to 9.30.  

We welcome new members -  

It is not necessary to have experience or 

bring a partner, just soft shoes   

and a sense of humour! 

It's fun, good exercise and sociable. 

The first night is free, 

thereafter the fee is only £3.50. 

We would love to see you! 

Either turn up at the hall or contact: 
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Parish Office Phone No: 01423 565129 

Parish Office email: church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 

Parish Office address: c/o The Vicarage, Bilton Lane, Harrogate, HG1 3DT 
For parish information including services and events  
visit Parish Websites: www.stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 

www.stlukesharrogate.org.uk   
www.facebook.com/groups/stjohnsandstlukes.harrogate 

www.facebook.com/stlukesharrogate 
 

The Ministry Team 
 

 
Churchwardens 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Editorial Team  

Collation: Katie Burke 569563 and team 
Editor: Irene 07762 552610  

Magazine email: SJSLfocus@gmail.com    

ST JOHN’S AND ST LUKE’S  
TOGETHER WHO’S WHO 

St John’s St Luke’s 

Mr Nigel Thompson 
janeandnige1962@hotmail.co.uk 

Mr Colin Ashurst 
Colin.ashurst@gmail.com 

Mrs Jane Reichert 
janereichert@hotmail.com 

Mrs Alethea Fry 
Alethea.fry@gmail.com 

 Matthew Hunter—Team Rector 

Tel 07394 239772 / 01423 787575 

Matthew.hunter@leeds.anglican.org 

Judith Clark—Children & Young 

People’s Chaplain 

youthwork@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 

   

mailto:church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk
http://www.stlukesharrogate.org.uk/

