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YOUR CHILD’S CHRISTENING AT ST JOHN’S 
 

Dear parent(s) 

Congratulations! You are going to have your child baptized at a christening. That is just so exciting.  It’s 
exciting because you are going to have an amazing day with family and friends. It will probably involve a 
party, presents and new clothes, as well as a great time in church.  What’s not to like?  But what’s really 
exciting is that when the Christening day is over, the journey of a lifetime is only just beginning. 

A christening is not just an event or a special day – rather it’s the beginning of a whole lifetime of discovering 
what it means to be loved by God and to share that love with others.  When the water is poured on your 
child’s head, they become part of the Christian family all over the world.  When the candle is given, they take 
on the challenge of shining as a light that makes a difference to other people.  When the prayers are said 
and the promises are made, you, the godparents, and everyone present at the service says they will help 
your child – and you – along this amazing journey. 

Over the years, I have baptized many babies and children. Sometimes there have been just a handful of 
family present, at other times, there are hundreds of guests. There have been lots of memorable moments 
– including baby who fell asleep as she was being baptized and the toddler who was sick – several times – 
just before he was to be baptized – I baptized him anyway!!  But each one has been special – special to their 
family and friends, and special to God.   

After the Christening, the journey of life for each child inevitably takes lots of twists and turns. But the 
important thing to remember is that this journey never has to be made alone because it is always made with 
God, whose love surrounds them every step of the way. So enjoy the journey with your child and of course 
play your part in helping them discover the love God has for them. 

In terms of practicalities, please see the details on the accompanying sheet, and we look forward to hearing 
from/meeting you. In the meantime, if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to get in touch and we 
will do our best to help you. 

Blessings 

 

Simon Dowson, Team Rector of St John’s and St Luke’s 

 

mailto:church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk


PRACTICAL DETAILS ABOUT CHRISTENINGS AT ST JOHN’S 

We want to do all we can to make the occasion as happy and memorable as possible. In order to guide you 
through what needs to happen, please read the following information: 

Step 1 – make contact with the church. This can be done in one of two ways:  

• Phone the church office tel 01423 565129. Office hours – Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 
9.30am – 1.00pm. 

• Come to St John’s for what we call our ‘Surgery time.’ This takes place on Thursday evenings between 
6.30pm and 7.15pm – just turn up – no appointment needed.  

When you make contact, you will be booked in to a Baptism Information Session (see step 2 below). A date 
will be set for your child’s baptism after you have attended one of these sessions. However, if you have 
already been to one of these sessions with respect to an older child, you do not need to attend again – rather 
you can simply book a date for the christening service with the office.  

Step 2 – Attend a Baptism information session – these are on the 1st Monday of every other month at 
7.30pm. They last no more than an hour and there will usually be several other parents attending. The 
session aims to: 

• help you look at what baptism/christening means  

• help you look at whether you wish to have a Service of Baptism or a Service of Thanksgiving for your 
child (most people opt for baptism) 

• discuss any practical questions you may have  

It’s best if both parents attend the Baptism Information Session because there will be times in the session 
when you will be asked to discuss things as couples. However if you are a single parent/only one of you can 
make it, perhaps invite another adult, such as a godparent, to come with you. We also encourage you to find 
babysitters for your child/children, if possible, to make it easier for you to engage with the session.  

Step 3 - Booking in of baptism/thanksgiving date – this can be done by coming to the church office after 
you have attended the information session. You will need to complete an application form (available at the 
information session or from the office) with all the necessary details. On this form you will need to provide 
various details including names and contact details of the godparents so that we can send them a great card 
about being a godparent.  

NB 1 for someone to be a godparent, it is a legal requirement that they need to have been baptised 
themselves – please check this is the case.    

NB 2 This form will also ask for your consent for us to contact you about follow up events. 

Step 4 - Home Visit from one of our clergy – this will generally be arranged in the month before the date 
you have chosen for the christening service. The purpose of this is to allow you to talk through any questions 
you may still have prior to the service, to discuss in a more informal way what baptism is all about, and to 
get to know the person who will be conducting your child’s christening service. 

Step 5 - The Christening Service – these generally take place at St John’s at 12.15pm on the 2nd Sunday of 
the month and they last for about 30 minutes. It is likely there will be two other families sharing the service 
with you. Afterwards you are welcome to use the church as a backdrop for any photos you might want to 
take. 

Step 6 - Attendance at the following Sunday’s service – one of the key aspects of baptism is that the newly 
baptised become members of the church family. Attendance at the service on the following Sunday (10am 
at St John’s) allows the rest of this church family to welcome these new members – so please come along if 
you possibly can! 

Extra information – the Church of England has a fantastic Christening webpage which we really recommend 
you visit - https://churchofenglandchristenings.org/  

https://churchofenglandchristenings.org/


 

 

The party is over, the balloons are down and the outfit is packed away. But the amazing journey of faith 
continues. Here are some simple ideas to help as life settles down and your child begins to grow up 

Praying: There are some great books on prayer for children – 
here are two examples - and there are some great tips for how 
to pray for and with your children on the Christenings website  

https://churchofenglandchristenings.org/after-a-
christening/prayer/   

 

 

 

 

Discovering the Bible: There are lots of ways to introduce a growing child to the Bible. These are just a few 
websites which have plenty of suggestions you could try over the years: 

http://godventure.co.uk/category/bible-activities/ 

http://www.faithinhomes.org.uk/tag/Bible+stories/  

And here is an example of a book you might want to 
think about buying  

 

 

Recording your child’s amazing journey 

There will be lots of special moments as your child discovers more about their Christian journey. If you 
haven't done so already, why not put together a photo album or a scrap book about the christening.  Looking 
at it together will help you all remember what a wonderful day it was for everyone and will be a precious 
keepsake for the future. Here are some ideas for some milestones to record in the first few months and 
years after the baptism: 

• I was baptized at my christening on… remember the time and place 

• My godparents are…  include their names, photos and how they are part of your family’s story 

• My special gifts were…  don’t forget the candle you were given at the baptism! 

• The first time we prayed together was…   it might be from a special book or simply time together at the 
end of the day 

• My first visit to church was… you might have photos from a toddler group, Café Church or a nativity play 

• When my godparents came to visit we…  whatever you did, whether it was playing at home or a great 
day out, record the moment 

• My first question about God was…  wondering about God and asking questions is great 

• My first Bible story was…  add a drawing of your own to help you remember 

There will be lots more to record on your amazing journey of faith. 

These ideas have been borrowed from the church of England’s Christening website, and it contains lots more 
suggestions – why not visit it yourself?! https://churchofenglandchristenings.org/after-a-christening/  

After the Christening 

https://churchofenglandchristenings.org/after-a-christening/prayer/
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