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The Editors of Focus magazine take every reasonable care to avoid errors in the 
advertisements and articles contained in this magazine. However, the inclusion of 
an article or advertisement in Focus does not imply either endorsement of or 
liability for the opinions expressed or of goods or services advertised, whether by 
the Editor, St John’s and St Luke’s  PCC or St John’s and St Luke’s churches.  
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the editor or the 
Clergy and whilst every care is taken not to change the original meaning, the editor 
and Clergy reserve the right to cut or alter articles submitted, as they deem 
necessary.  
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RECTOR’S LETTER 

In one of the now-classic Christmas songs we 
hear these words of John Lennon:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

When you read this, it will only be early December, and I want to echo John 
Lennon’s words by wishing you all a very merry Christmas (this is, after all, 
the December edition of Focus!) and I would ask you to pray that it will be a 
’good one’ and definitely better than last year!!!! 

All of which leads me to say that details of our Christmas services appear 
elsewhere in the magazine, and to invite you to join us – we would love to 
celebrate this most special of seasons with you.  

Now as we begin to turn our thoughts to 2022, one of the things we will be 
looking forward to is discerning the identity of the person God is calling to 
be our new team vicar to replace Andy Patrick. And the good news is that it 
has been agreed with our Bishop, Helen-Ann, that the post will continue to 
be a full-time one, even though a part-time appointment might be more 
realistic in terms of what we and the diocese can afford in the more difficult 
financial times that we find ourselves in.  

This is, of course, a great vote of confidence in us as a parish, (and feels like 
an early Christmas present!!!), but what the PCC were keen to do was not 
just make the appointment without giving serious thought to whether it 
should be a like-for-like replacement or whether things should be tweaked – 

So this is Christmas 
And what have you done 

Another year over 
And a new one just begun 

And so this is Christmas 
I hope you have fun 

The near and the dear ones 
The old and the young 

A very Merry Christmas 
And a Happy New Year 

Let's hope it's a good one 
Without any fear 
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and what was agreed was that the shape of ordained ministry in the parish 
should take something of a new direction, with 50% of the time of the new 
team vicar being devoted to seeking to establish a new worshipping 
community (or even communities) in the north of the parish, such as in the 
New Park area, or even possibly beyond. In other words, there would be a 
strong missional element to the role – and importantly it was on this basis 
that the bishop agreed to seek to make the appointment.  

I want us to be very clear at this stage that this does not mean a 50% cut in 
the provision of ministry to St Luke’s – but rather that as a parish, as St 
John’s and St Luke’s Together, we are taking the brave step of committing a 
lot of our resources to outreach – and not just clergy resources either, 
because such mission work is inevitably, inherently and essentially a team 
effort. Now the scary but exciting thing is that we don’t know exactly what 
the outcome of this step will be – but the great news is that God does! I for 
one am absolutely delighted about this development, and I know the PCC 
are too. 

However, there is a big challenge to us in this because as things stand as a 
parish, we are not able to afford making our full share payments to the 
diocese based on us having both a team rector and a team vicar (the full 
share for 2022 is £142,000 while we are budgeting on paying £120,000). The 
bishop is willing to see a temporary shortfall but only on the basis that we 
work our socks off in the next few years to substantially increase our 
income. Therefore we need to be praying and thinking how we do this – and 
make no mistake, it will not be easy and will involve sacrifice – but the 
bottom line is that because we believe knowing Jesus is the best gift anyone 
can receive, supporting mission in this way should be our gift to our parish 
and our town.  

Thus, in the New Year we will be asking people to  look prayerfully once 
again at how much they can give to the mission and the ministry of the 
parish. In addition, we will be urgently seeking to identify a small group of 
people to make grant applications on behalf of the PCC (volunteers 
welcome) so we can continue to fund our Young People’s Worker post 
beyond March 2023 when the current funding runs out. 

For all these reasons, the church prayer meeting on 11th January will focus 
on praying for the new team vicar and on our financial situation. Please 
come along if you possibly can – 7.30pm at St John’s. 
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As I close, I want to say that, humanly speaking, it looks a tall order for us to 
fund the level of ministry we want to see, but we need to remember the 
words of the angel to Mary, ‘For nothing is impossible with God’.   

Blessings 

Simon 
 

QUESTION CORNER 

Q. It’s St Nicholas’s Day on 6th December.  But what 
do we know about him, and his connection with 
Christmas?  

A. We know very little.  He was Bishop of Myrna 
around 300 AD.  He is the patron saint of Russia, and of 

sailors and children.  Also known as ‘Santa 
Claus’ (from Niclaus) he gave gifts to children on 6th 
December.  His symbol is three bags of gold, which he gave to 
three girls to ‘save them from degradation’.  We’re not sure 
what that means, but odd stories grew from that.  Some said 
that he threw bags of money through the open window of a 

cottage, to help poor people.  Some added that the bags fell into stockings 
hanging by the fire (good shot), and some say that he actually came down 
chimneys to fill stockings etc – and still does (without getting dirty!) 

In some countries children still receive presents on St Nicholas’s Day instead 
of Christmas.  But now Santa Claus has come to represent the spirit of 
Christmas giving. Parents sometimes say ‘If you are good Santa Claus (or 
Father Christmas) will come, but he won’t if you’re not.’  That’s unfortunate, 
because the real St Nicholas loved children, and told them about Jesus who 
came with the offer of new life for good and bad alike.  And Jesus is God’s 
gift to us all, celebrated and received afresh each Christmas. 

I once saw a notice in a shop window: ‘Dear Santa, for Christmas I would like 
a slim figure and a fat bank balance.  Please don’t get those mixed up like 
you did last year.’ 

Despite Covid, the real Christmas cannot be ‘cancelled’, so however you 
celebrate it, have a happy one. 

David 
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YOUTH NEWS 

Our weekend at Scargill was filled with 
fun, laughter, food, fellowship and 
God's love. We played messy games 
with custard and ice-cream, spaghetti 
and marshmallows, outside games 
with glow sticks, frisbees and footballs, 
inside games with cups, pingpong balls 
and After-Eight chocolates! We 
worshipped each day, asked God 

questions, prayed and learnt 
together about the 
unstoppable love of God 
which we can't be separated 
from...ever! 
And the best news of all:  11 
young people made a 

commitment to follow Jesus; to accept the 
gift of his love and to begin or recommit to a 
relationship with Him. Please join me in 
keeping these young people in your prayers 
as they journey with God over the coming 
weeks.  
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Thank you to everyone who came to 
the November church parade.  It was 
wonderful to see so many beavers, 
cubs, scouts, a rainbow, brownies and 
a guide along with their leaders. 

It was lovely to be in church and I 
look forward to seeing even more 
young people on 5th December for 
the traditional Toy Service. 

Here are 4th Bilton Brownies on their 
way into church. 

Thank you, Barn Owl 

North East England’s 50th Birthday Challenge Badge 
The first Saturday of the half-term holiday saw 13 excited Brownies and 3 Owls 

from 4th Bilton Brownies head to Hazel House in Ripon for an “Away Day” 
packed with craft and activities to celebrate the 50th anniversary of our region, 

North East England. 

Activities ranged from learning about 
Brimham Rocks, designing a sweet 
wrapper, taste testing different waters 
and Yorkshire Blue and Wensleydale 
cheese to making a woolly sheep, a 
dream catcher, lavender drawer smelly 
and a lighthouse. 

The Away Day weekend did not stop 
there! Barn Owl was back on the Sunday 

morning when 15 Brownies from 1st Bilton, 3rd Bilton and 5th Harrogate with 4 
Owls came out to Hazel House to do it all over again! It was a great weekend 
and it was brilliant to see so many girls enjoying themselves and getting back 
into the normality of going away with Brownies. 
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WE ACHIEVED IT! 

Our November coffee morning  set out to raise 
£1000 to install a defibrillator at the church hall.  
The event realised £850, but by the end of the 
weekend we had reached our target.  Thanks to 
everyone for your fantastic support in so many 
ways, and to our councillors who have 
promised to match funding so that we have 
£2000, which is the total cost of installation etc.   

HELP! 

The tombola was particularly successful, so we need to 
collect more items ready for the December coffee 
morning!  (See above) If you have anything suitable, 
there are boxes at the back of both churches for your 
contributions.  And of course cakes to sell will be 
welcome on the day, as will you and your friends. 
We have a very high target to match! 
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CHRISTMAS DINNER 

‘I was hungry and thirsty, were you there?’ 

For most of us, eating together with family and 
friends is an important part of our Christmas 
celebrations. Our worry is whether we have 

bought enough of everything, and we try to make 
the Christmas meal a festive, joyous occasion for 

those who join us. 
  Jesus said: (Matthew 25,40) 

‘Whatever you did for one of the least of these  
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 

Will you follow our tradition of laying an extra place for your Christmas 
meal, for the unexpected guest?  And put onto the plate what you would 
have spent on that meal? 

This year our ‘unexpected guests’ will be the people in Hull who are 
supported by our Mission Partners Chris and Anna Hembury through the 
Church Mission Society. They write: 

‘We live in an area of Hull where people are known for 
their no-nonsense attitude and honest vulnerability, an 
area suffering from high unemployment, child poverty, 
addiction, mental and physical health problems, 
prostitution and increasing racial tension. People feel a 
crippling lack of self-worth. But it’s an area full of buried treasure, 
untapped potential and dormant creativity. 

We support a group who are living in a CMS house for mission and 
serving our local community. We help look after a community garden 
and a sort of drop in/sofa-church in our neighbourhood. We help run 
Orts, a sewing collective where women from all walks of life can 
support each other, learn and create together. We work alongside the 
Hull Youth for Christ (YFC) team, supporting children, young people 
and families.’ 

There will be plates at both churches, or you can put your donation 
into a labelled envelope and deliver it to church to be included in 

our Christmas gift.  
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CHRISTMAS ECO-TIPS 
 

• Be creative in the gifts you give this Christmas; 
make sure your desire to be loving is not damaging 
the environment.  

• Buy locally-produced, in-season food and particularly veg if you can, 
but don’t buy more than you need.  The shops are only closed for a 
day or two! Try not to waste food.  Be inventive in using up left-overs. 

• Take a bit of care unwrapping your presents (it adds to the gift 
experience!), save the paper and reuse it next year.  

• Enjoy the feast of Christmas! Don’t forget to recycle as much as you 
can - paper, card, soft plastic, as well as bottles and plastic. Don’t 
waste unwanted presents; find new homes for them through the 
charity shop or on ebay. 

• Get ready with your environmental New Year’s Resolution. How will 
your care for creation in the coming year? 

TOY & GIFT SERVICE 5th December 

Everyone is welcome, especially those in 

Guiding and Scouting, at this Parade Service. 

Please bring good quality used or new toys and 

games and toiletries which will all go to this 

Hospice to be sold through the shop on 

Commercial Street.   

The start of the Christmas Giving Season? 
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1st BILTON BROWNIES 
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PEOPLE 

St John’s & St Luke’s 

CHURCH OFFICE OPENING HOURS 
MONDAY to WEDNESDAY  

9.30am to 1.00pm  
THURSDAY CLOSED 

FRIDAY 9.30am to 1.00pm 
TELEPHONE 565129 (+ Answerphone) 

email - church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 
Office closed: 23rd December—5th January 

inclusive. 

SUNDAY 12th DECEMBER 
is Copy Date for  

JANUARY 2022 Focus 

Items for inclusion to: 
SJSLFocus@gmail.com 

or Editor, 6 Old  Trough Way,  
HG1 3DE 

or leave them in the drawer at the 
back of St John’s Church 

BAPTISMS  
Daisy Florence Weets 

Sebastian John Evans 

Rachel Ellis 

CONFIRMATIONS 

   Tim Hoddy Rebecca Hudson-Tandy 

   Gabi Talbot Matthew Brayson 

   Holly Charlton Elliot Comley 

   Lucy Walton Harry Pemberton  

FUNERALS          

We extend our sympathy to the families of those 
who have recently died: 

Raymond Dabell 

INTERMENT OF ASHES 
Margaret Manning 

mailto:church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk
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 DECEMBER'S CALENDAR         

St John’s 10.30 services will be on Facebook each Sunday  
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsandstlukes 

NB Services in the churches may change according to guidelines 
Those who attend should wear masks unless exempt 
No need to book a place now - everyone is welcome. 

And we are serving tea and coffee after the 10.30 services! 
 

Wednesday 1
st

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park  

  Community Centre 

 12.15pm Funeral (SJ) 

 2.00pm Funeral (SJ) 

 4-5.00pm 4twelve (Year 7-13 Youth Group) 

  (Bo Grove Café) 

 4.30pm Richard Taylor School Advent  

  Service (SJ) 

 7.30-9.00pm Living in Love and Faith Course (SJ) 

Thursday 2
nd

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 9.30-11.30am Little Fishes (Parent & Toddler  

  Group) (SL) 

 10.00am Bilton Grange Nativity (SJ) 

 1-3.00pm Wellbeing Café (SL) 

 6.30-7.15pm Evening Surgery in Church (SJ)  

Friday 3
rd

 6.15-6.45pm Junior Choir Practice (SJ) 

 7-7.45pm Choir Practice (SJ) 

Saturday 4
th

 10.30am-1.00pm Christmas Fair (SL) 

Sunday 5
th

  9.00am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Parade/Toy Service (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SL) 

 6-7.15pm Ignite 1 (Year 7-9 Youth Group) (SL) 

 7.30-8.45pm Ignite 2 (Year 10+ Youth Group) (SL) 

Monday 6
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.00am Bilton Grange Nativity (SJ) 

 1.30pm Bilton Grange Nativity (SJ) 

 7.30pm Finance & Building Committee  

  Meeting (SJ) 

Tuesday 7
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.00am Bilton Grange Nativity (SJ) 

 1.30pm Bilton Grange Nativity (SJ) 

 2-3.30pm Comfort (SJ East End) See page 13 

Wednesday 8
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park  

  Community Centre 

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsandstlukes
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Wednesday 8
th

 12.15pm Christmas Community Lunch at Bilton 

(cont)  Community Centre 

 4-5.00pm 4twelve (Year 7-13 Youth Group) (Bo Grove 

  Café) 

 7.30-9.00pm Living in Love and Faith Course (SJ) 

Thursday 9
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 9.30-11.30am Little Fishes (Parent & Toddler Group) (SL) 

 1-3.00pm Wellbeing Café (SL) 

 6.30-7.15pm Evening Surgery in church (SJ) 

 7.15-9.15pm Harrogate Theatre Choir Rehearsal (SJ) 

Friday 10
th

 6.15-6.45pm Junior Choir Practice (SJ) 

 7-7.45pm Choir Practice (SJ) 

Saturday 11
th

 10am-12noon Coffee Morning (SJ Hall) 

 4.00pm Christingle Service (SL) 

Sunday 12
th

 9.00am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Parade Service (SL) 

 12.15pm Baptisms (SJ) 

 4.00pm Christingle Service (SJ) 

 5.30pm Christingle Service (SJ) 

 7-8.30pm Ignite Christmas Party (Year 7+ Youth  

  Group) (SL) 

Monday 13
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

Tuesday 14
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 7.30pm Time to Pray (SJ) 

Wednesday 15
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park Community 

  Centre 

 4-5.00pm 4twelve (Year 7-13 Youth Group) (Bo Grove 

  Café) 

 7.30pm PCC Meeting (SJ) 

Thursday 16
th

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 9.30-11.30am Little Fishes (Parent & Toddler Group) (SL) 

 10.00am Richard Taylor School Service (SJ) 

 1-3.00pm Wellbeing Café (SL) 

  NO Evening Surgery 

Friday 17
th

 6.45-7.45pm Choir Practice (SJ) 

Saturday 18
th

 7.30pm Carol-Oke at Bilton Cricket Club  

Sunday 19
th  

9.00am Holy Communion (SJ)  

 10.30am Morning Worship (SJ) 

 10.30am All Age Communion (SL) 

 3.30pm Family Carol Service (SJ) 

 6.30pm Carol Service (SJ) 

Monday 20
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

Tuesday 21
st

  9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

Wednesday 22
nd

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 
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Wednesday 22
nd

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park Community 

(cont)  Centre 

Thursday 23
rd

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

  NO Evening Surgery  

Friday 24
th 

 5.00pm Nativity Service (SJ) 

 11.30pm Midnight Communion (SJ) 

Saturday 25
th

 10.30am All Age Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am All Age Holy Communion (SL) 

Sunday 26
th

  9.00am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am JOINT All Age Holy Communion (SJ) 

JANUARY 2022 

Sunday 2
nd

 9.00am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am All Age Service (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SL) 

Tuesday 4
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

Wednesday 5
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 10.30am Holy Communion (SJ) 

 10.30am Thirst – Coffee at Dene Park Community 

  Centre 

Thursday 6
th

 9-9.30am Morning Prayer (SJ) 

 9.30-11.30am Little Fishes (Parent & Toddler Group) (SL) 

 6.30-7.15pm Evening Surgery in Church (SJ) 

Friday 7
th

 6.45-7.45pm Choir Practice (SJ) 

Saturday 8
th

 10am-12noon Coffee Morning (SJ Hall) 

  

LOOKING AHEAD 

Coffee Morning  Saturday 8th January 10am (SJ hall) 

Baptism Information Session Monday 10
th

 January, 7.30pm (SJ) 

Prayer for the Parish Tuesday 11
th

 January, 7.30pm (SJ) 

Volunteers Thank you Event Saturday 29
th

 January, 7pm (SJ) 

Parish Weekend   30
th

 Sept-2
nd

 Oct (Scargill House) 

CONFIRMATION SERVICE 

 

 

 

The newly-confirmed 

members of St John’s 

and St Luke’s church 

family with Bishop 

Chris Edmondson. 

Let us pray that they 

will continue to grow 

in faith and knowledge 

of Christ and his 

teaching. 
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Parish Office Phone No: 01423 565129 

Parish Office email: church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 
For parish information including services and events  
visit Parish Websites: www.stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 
www.stlukesharrogate.org.uk   
www.facebook.com/groups/stjohnsandstlukes.harrogate 
www.facebook.com/stlukesharrogate 
www.facebook.com/stjohnsandstlukes/ - for livestreaming 

 

The Ministry Team 

Churchwardens 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Editorial Team 
Treasurer: Could you do this job?  

Collation: Katie Burke 569563 and team 
Editors: Jean Burton 569907 Liz Hickling  
Magazine email: SJSLfocus@gmail.com    

ST JOHN’S AND ST LUKE’S  
TOGETHER WHO’S WHO 

Simon Dowson—Team Rector 
Tel 01423 561030 
simon.dowson@leeds.anglican org 

Team Vicar 
Vacant 

Laura Martin—Curate 
Tel 07973 890766 
laura.martin@leeds.anglican org 

Emma James—Young People’s 
Worker 
Tel 07803 586566 
YouthWork@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk 

St John’s St Luke’s 

Mr Nigel Thompson 
janeandnige1962@hotmail.co.uk 

Mrs Pat Fenton 
pafenton10@gmail.com 

Mrs Jane Reichert 
janereichert@hotmail.com 

Mrs Jean Jarvis 
jean_jarvis@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:church@stjohnsandstlukes.org.uk
http://www.stlukesharrogate.org.uk/


 

 

Harrogate Strathspey and Reel Club 
Scottish Country Dancing 

Every Monday Night 19.30 - 21.30  

The season runs from September to June 

Dance Jigs, Reels and Strathspeys with a fun and 
friendly group! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come and join us, no experience needed 

It costs £3.50 per session, £39 per half year  

or £62 for the full year. 

Sandie Fagan 07824 458725 for more information 

  Hubert Swainson 
Funeral Services Ltd 

Private Chapels 
Distinctive personal arrangements by: 

Geoffrey Brewster Dip FD 
Tim Canavar  

 
39 Franklin Road 

Tel 01425 504571                                                                       Harrogate 

St John’s Church Hall and St Luke’s Church 
can be hired for single occasions or for regular events. 

Contact the Church Office for more information. 
See page 19 for contact details 

 

 

 

 

30 King Edwards Drive, Harrogate, HG1 4HL. 
Telephone: 01423 538445 

Opening Times: 7.30am - 5.30pm Monday - Saturday 
Supporting the local community 


